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1 . 13 This communication is responsive to 02 November 2004 . 

2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 12,24 and 36 (now renumbered as 1-3 respectivelv) . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 21 February 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Allowable Sulgect Matter 

1 . Claims 1 2, 24 and 36 are allowable over the prior art of record. In regard to claim 1 2, 
none of the references of record alone or in combination surest or fairly teach a method of 
recording data optically onto an optical disk having a plurality of sectors, each sector having a data 
region to be recorded with data, the data being recorded in units of blocks, each block being a data 
unit which includes a predetermined number of sectors and to which error correction is applied, 
the method comprising: in recording data related to a content by dividing and recording die data 
on a plurality of continuous sectors, recording dummy data on a region adjacent before a sector 
from which data recording is started, the dummy data being used for extracting a clock for data 
reproduction; recording dummy data on a region adjacent after each block included in the 
contents; and recording dummy data on a region adjacent after a region having dummy data 
recorded thereon which is adjacent after the final block included in the contents; wherein the 
dummy data recorded a4iacent after the r^on having dummy data recorded thereon \vfaich is 
a4jacent after the final block included in die contents is longer than the dummy data recorded 
ac^acent aftjer each block included in the contents. 

In regard to claim 24, none of the references of record alone or in combination suggest or 
fairly teach an apparatus for recording data optically onto an optical disk having a plurality of 
sectors, each sector having a data region to be recorded with data, the data being recorded in units 
of blocks, each block being a data unit which includes a predetermined number of sectors and to 
which error correction is applied, the apparatus comprising: a recording unit that optically records 
the data to the optical disk, and a controller that controls the recording operation of the recording 
unit, wherein, in recording data related to a content by dividing and recording the data on a 
plurality of continuous sectors, the controller controls the recording unit such that: dummy data to 
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be used for extracting a clock for data reproduction is recorded on a region adjacent before a 
sector from which data recording is started, dummy data is recorded on a region adjacent after 
each block included in the contents, and dummy data is recorded on a region adjacent after a 
region having dummy data recorded thereon which is adjacent after the final block included in the 
contents; herein the dummy data recorded ac^acent after die r^on having dmmny data 
recorded diereon v/tddi is adjacent after the final block included in the contents is longer than the 
dummy data recorded adjacent after each block included in the contents. 

In regard to claim 36, none of the references of record alone or in combination suggest or 
fairly teach an optical disk on which data is recorded optically, the disk comprising: a plurality of 
sectors, each sector having a data region to be recorded with data, the data being recorded in units 
of blocks, each block being a data unit which includes a predetermined number of sectors and to 
which error correction is applied, wherein in recording data related to a content by dividing and 
recording the data in a plurality of sectors, dummy data is recorded on a region adjacent before a 
sector from which data recording is started, wherein the dummy data is used for extracting a clock 
for data reproduction; dummy data is recorded on a region adjacent after each block included in 
the contents; and dummy data is recorded on a region adjacent after a region having dummy data 
recorded thereon which is adjacent after the final block included in the contents; herein the 
dummy data recorded adjacent after the r^on having dummy data recorded thereon which is 
adjacent after the final block included in die contents is longer dian die dummy data recorded 
a4jacent after each block included in die contents. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael V Battaglia whose telephone number is (703) 305-4534. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5-4/9 Plan with 1st Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Hoa T Nguyen can be reached on (703) 305-9687. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact die Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael Battaglia 





WILLIAM KLIMOVVfCZ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



